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' PSALM ci. 1. 
TWILL SING OF MERCY AND JUDGMENT : UNTO THEE, 


o LORD, WILL I SING. 

'T rover judgment is ſtyled God's ſtrange 
work, yet, in the great connexion of events, it de- 
mands our approbation and praiſe. For the Prophet 


ſays : © Although the lig · tree ſhall not bloſſom, neither 


ſhall fruit be in the vines; the labour of the olive ſhall 
fail, and the fields ſhall yield no meat; the flock ſhall 


be cut off from the fold, and there ſhall be no herdin 


the ſtalls; yet, J will rejoice in the Lord, and joy in 
the God of my ſalvation.” Job, that celebrated friend 
of God, alſo adds, while fuddenly and awfully bereav- 
ed, by Providence, of his children and ſervants, and 
thrown from the height of proſperity into the depth 
of adverſity : „ The Lord gave, and the Lord hath 

taken away ; and bleſſed be the name of the Lord. 
What ? Shall we receive good at the hand of Gad, and 


ſhall 


6 | THANKSGIVING 


fall we not receive evil? Shall we embrace the di. 
vine mercies which we. do not deſerve ? And ſhall we 
reject the divine judgments which we do deſerve? 
Shall we bleſs God for his mercy, and curſe him for 
his juſtice and righteouſneſs ? = * - 

Tris is tlie current doctrine of inſpiration. And 
_ what, my auditors, is the ſentiment of your hearts ? 
Shall we, on this grateful occaſion, ſing of mercy and 
judgment both, or ſhall we extol the mercy ot God 
only, and diſregard his judgments ? Let us then cele- 
brate the conſpicuous mercies and judgments of God, which 
we have experienced in the courſe of the year. For 
the judgments of God, as well as his mercies, are the 
expreſſions of the perfect rectitude of his nature, and, 
in a qualified ſenſe, are worthy of admiration, 

Vir. Lew us attend te the nature of celebrating 
the divine mercy. Differently expreſſed, what is the 
import of celebrating the mercy of God? In general, 
to celebrate the divine mercy, we muſt impartially : 
jove God the fountain of all excellency, and bleſs his 
holy name for the numerous benefits which he gra- 
cioully confers, For, it is the matchleſs grace of God, 
in and through Jeſus Chriſt, which furniſhes all the 
advantages which we enjoy, both to eſcape eternal 
death and obtain eternal life. But, the ſubject muſt 
be treated more particularly. For goſpel gratitude 
cannot-be properly deſcribed, unleſs we diſplay other 

De exerciſes 


DISCOURSE. | 1 
exerciſes which are radically and eſſentially connected 
with it. Therefore, . 

1. Lr me obſerve, that to celebrate the mercy of 
God we muſt be the ſubjects of deep forrow becauſe 
we have ſinned. We need the mercy of God, becauſe 
we are ſinners. If we were not the ſubjects of diſobe- 
dience, God would not exercife his mercy toward us, 
any more than toward the fpotleſs angels of light. 
Hence, all good men mix the exerciſes of repentance, 

with the exerciſes of gratitude. For they feel, that 
nothing, but the meer, ſovereign grace of God prevents 
their falling into the depth of endleſs miſery and diſ- 
treſs, Were it poſſible for the inhabitants of heaven 
fo be deſtitute of perfect enjoyment, their bliſs would 
be diminiſhed, by contraſting their undeſerved ftate 
with the deſerved ſtate of the reprobates. If poſſible, 
John would be unhappy by attending to the wretched 
ſtate of Judas. | For, he, in point of law, as really de- 
ſerves the wrath of God, as the traitor. Grace, not 
merit, has made the difference between them. And 
if heaven allowed pain, how would Paul, who has been 
the virulent perſecutor of Jeſus, be diſtreſſed to ſee 
Simon Magus the miſerable ſubject of divine wrath.2 
For Paul, in point of juſtice, as really deſerves the ſtate 
of A reprobate as Simon, or any of the deſpairing legi- 
ons. Hence the moſt ſignal chriſtians in the world, | 
when they ſee a malefactor led to the place of execu- 


tion, 


n ® 
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tion, are the ſubjects of the mixed exerciſes of grati - 
tude and repentance. While penitently contraſting 


his condition with that of the hopeleſs criminals, the 


| thankful adoring chriſtian ſays, what have I which I 


did not receive? What am I, by nature, different 


from that pinioned felon, going, by the direction of 
juſtice, to the fatal block ? Left to myſelf I ſhould not 
meet a better end. We are both by nature the chil- 


dren of wrath. While the malefactor ſuffers the moſt 
ſhameful death for his ſins, the chriſtian repairs to his 
cloſet, mourns his own guilt, cordially accepts the 
puniſhment of his iniquity and praiſes God for his 


ſaving grace. In this manner, it is preſumed all good 


men conduct while publicly celebrating the mercies of 
God, with which they are crowned. Repentance is 
the inſeparable companion of thankſgiving. © It is the 
grand baſis of goſpel praiſe. For who can be thank- 
ful for mercy which ſaves him from deſtruction, and 
not mourn his fins which deſerve deſtruction? But, 

2. Io celebrate the mercy of God we muſt be the 
tubjects of genuine humility. The magnitude of di- 
vine mercy, with which the chriſtian is richly clothed, 


is 2 mirrour which neceſſarily diſcovers his own pov- 


erty and debility. While celebrating the numerous 
mercies of God he, therefore, takes his place in the 
duſt. For man, compared with the merciful Jehovah, 


is leſs than nothing and vanity. Of this humble ſpi- 


rit, 


——ü—U—I—I w— — ͥ — — — — ͤ ——— — on 
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rit, which is invariably. connected with gratitude, we 
have an example in the conduct of Jacob, while re- 
turning to his native country loaded with the divine 
bleſſing. When he arrived at the river Jordan, he 
was gratefully and humbly conſtrained to contraſt his 
poverty, when he went abroad, with his opulence, as 
he returned home. For he ſaid: © O God of my 
father Abraham, and God of my father Iſaac, I am 
not worthy of the leaſt of all the mercies, and of all 
the truth which thou haſt ſhewed unto thy ſervant. 
For, with my. ſta, I paſſed over this Jordan, and now 
I am become two bands.“ God hath dealt bountifully 
with me. For then I was Poor, but now I am rich. | 
_ Tan ſame humility of heart was manifeſted by Gid- 
eon, When God choſe him to be the deliverer of his 
people, Upon being called from the threſhingHoor 
of Ophrah to wield the ſword . of the Lord, he moſt 
humbly and diflidently ſaid: O Lord where with 
ſhall I fave Iſrael 7 ? Behold my family! is poor in Ma- 
naſſch, and I am the leaſt in my father's houſe.” How 
beautifully ſpoken ! AR, how glor POE did he tri- 
umph over the enemy! 

Davip diſplayed t the ſame humble, but exalted, ſoul 
at the time of his thank-offering : For he ſaid, © Bleſs- 
ed be the Lord God of Iſrael, our Father for ever and 
ever. Thine, O Lord, 1s the greatneſs, and the power, 
and the glory, and the majeſty: for all that | is in the 

B heaven 
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heaven and in the earth is thine. Thine is the king- 
dom, O Lord, and thou art exalted as head above all. 
Both riches and honour come of thee; and thou rul- 
eſt over all, and in thine hand is power and might; and 
in thy hand it is to make great and to give ſtrength 
unto all. Now, therefore, our God, we thank thee 
and praiſe thy glorious name; but who am I, and what 
is my people that we ſhould be able to offer ſo willing- 
ly after this ſort ? For all things come of thee, and of 
thy own have we given thee.” In this moſt humble 
manner David celebrated the mercy of God. 1 
Tux Apoſtle alſo was the ſubject of diſtinguiſhed 
humility while celebrating the praiſes of divine mercy. 
For, ſpeaking of Chriſt's manifeſting himſelf after his 
reſurrection to the Apoſtles and others, he humbly 
adds: And laſt of all, he was ſeen of me alſo, as of 
one born out of due time. For I am the leaſt of the 
Apoſtles, that am not meet to be called an Apoſtle, be- 
cauſe I perſecuted the church of God. But, by the 
grace of God, I am what Iam.” This is a ſpecimen 
of the humility of the whole generation of God's peo- 
ple while celebrating the divine mercy. With their 
mouths in the duſt, the children of God celebrate his 
praiſe. Humility as well as repentance is inſeparably 


connected with thankſgiving. But, 


3. To celebrate the mercy of the Lord, we muſt be 
the ſubjects of ſelf.denial. For there is no gratitude 
which 


DISCOURSE. | If 


which is not the fruit of ſelf-denial. All thoſe cheer- 
ful exerciſes which do not ſpring from the divine prin- 
ciple of ſelf. denial, are but the rude and ungovernable 
offspring of ſelfiſhneſs. For no exerciſe is right which 
has not the beſt intereſt of the univerſe for its object ; 
and it is caſy to ſee that nomoral principle harmonizes 
with the intereſt of the univerſe which is not conge- 
nial with ſelf-denial. When we thank God, it is either 
becauſe he favours us perſonally and ſeparately, or be- 
cauſe he invariably promotes the beſt intereſt of his 
eternal kingdom: for between public intereſt and pri- 
vate there is no medium. Hence Chriſt ſays, © He, 
that is not with me, is againſt me; and he, that gathers 
not with me, ſcatters abroad.” And, © If ye love 
them that love you what reward have ye?” In one 
word, the good man is thankful becauſe the favours 
which he enjoys clothe him with advantages to honour 
God, to do good and communicate. He is thanktul 
for health, opulence and quietude, becauſe theſe bleſs- 
ings enable him to aſſiſt the ſick, to ſupply the poor 
and to conſole the diſtreſſed. In a peculiar manner he 
is the ſubje& of gratitude for the grace of God in and 
| through Jeſus Chriſt. For the work of redemption 
involves all the other operations of the Lord. This is 
the glory of God, and ſupremely influences the heart 


of every good man. 


Wr have now before us, I truſt, a juſt view of the 


nature 
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nature of celebrating the mercies of God. In à pent- 


tent, humble and ſelf-denying tone of heart the friend 


of God celebrates his mercy. While contemplating 
the numerous bleſſings of heaven with which he is fa- 


voured, the chriſtian's heart melts with gratitude, and 
he devoutly ſays: What ſhall I render unto 'the 
Lord for all his benefits? I will take the cup of falva- 

tion and call upon the name of the Lord. I will pay 
my vows unto the Lord, which my lips have uttered. 


1 will offer the facrifice of thankſgiving and call upon 


the name of the Lord, in the midſt of thee, O Jeru- 
falem. O Lord I am thy ſervant : for thou haſt looſed 
my bands. I will be thine forever. For thou art in- 
finitely great and good. Whom have I in heaven but 
thee ? And there is none on earth that L defire beſides 
thee; *: Bat, 

Secondly, LET us attend to the nature of celebra- 


ing the divine judgments. For the Pſalmiſt fays : 


will ſing of mercy and judgment, unto thee, O God, 


will I ſing.” What is the import of celebrating the 


judgments of heaven? Is it our duty to love the judg- 
ments of God for their own ſake? Does God require 


us to be thankful for famine, war, peſtilence, death 


and other evils independently of any advantage ob- 


tained or intended by them ? No : my auditors, God 


does not. For good and evil are very diverſe from 


n other and muſt not be confounded. That which 
Is 


DISCOURSE, 


is in its nature good, muſt be prized for its own ſake z 


but that which is evil muſt be prized only, for the fake 
of ſome other object. God takes pleaſure neither in 
natural nor moral evil for its own ſake : and evil would 
not exiſt, ſince the univerſe is under God's ſole direc- 
tion, if it did not anſwer ſome valuable purpoſe in the 
final courſe of events. We are not called to celebrate 
the divine judgments for the ſake of their intrinſic 
advantage, but for the ſake of the advantage which 
they are intended to produce, The fact then is this, 
when we celebrate the judgments of God we accept 


the puniſhment of our iniquity, and adore him for his 


corrective goodneſs and chaſtiſing juſtice. As the pen: 
itent, reformed, child cordially approves the diſcipline 
adminiſtered by his father, while in the hands of pain- 


ful correction, and thanks him for his faithful atten. 


tion; ſo we ought to approve the chaſtiſing hand of 
God, and bleſs his name when he viſits us for our ſing 


and iniquities. He, who celebrates the judgments of 


God, approves the diſcipline which God adminiſters, 
becauſe he deſerves nothing from the hand of God 
but diſpleaſure. Like Aaron he holds his peace. Like 


Job he reſi gnedly ſays: Though he ſlay me, yet will 
I truſt in him.” Like Eli: „It is the Lord let him 


do as he pleaſes.” With David, when preſſed with 

the moſt intolerable reproach, * Let him alone; and 

Jet him curſe ; for the Lord hath bidden him :” and 
| like 
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Eke the ſubmiſſive Prophet, his heart harmoniſes with 
the righteous diſpenſation of heaven; and ſays: . 
will bear the indignation of the Lord, becauſe I have 
ſinned againſt him, until he plead my cauſe.” For, 
though it is abſolutely impoſſible for the moſt devout 
character to love the judgments of God for their own 
ſake, yet all good men love him becauſe he glorifies 
his juſtice by puniſhing the wicked. Than accepting 
the puniſhment of iniquity, there is nothing more 
beautiful, How pleaſing to the grieved parent, while 
reduced to the painful alternative of correcting his ſon, 


to find him ſubmiſſive, and to hear him ſay, © Father 


L have done fooliſhly and wickedly, and deſerve much 
more than I ſuffer. The correction is painful: but 


not ſevere, becauſe adminiſtered by the juſt and equal 


hand of the beſt of parents. I heartily approve your 


_ diſpleafure, and do not defire any abatement incon- 


ſiſtent with parental honour and the beſt intereſt of 
the family. Thus the penitent, returning, prodigal 
felt, who was gracioully prepared to meet the melting 
embraces and protecting arms of his forgiving father ; 
and thus all other penitents feel while the ſubjects of 


the judgments and chaſtiſements of the Lord. The 


hearts of thoſe who celebrate the divine judgments, ap- 
prove the manifeſtation of the divine diſpleaſure againſt 
ſin. They adore God while lying under the weight 
of his diſpleaſure in the furnace of affliction. Though 


they 
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they take no nie in pain, yet' they approve 
God's juſtice; and thoſe only, we preſume, will heart- 
Hy oppoſe the doctrine of celebrating the divine judg- 
ments, who cannot retain their dangerous and crim- 
inal quietude, but by rejecting the truth. For it cor- 
reſponds and harmonizes with one of the firſt maxims 
of reaſon and the whole tenour of inſpiration. But, 
of ſome of you, my hearers, I muſt hope better things, 
and things which accompany ſalvation. For, does 
not your experience this day teach you that it is as 
eaſy to celebrate the divine judgments as to celebrate 
the divine mercy ? Bleſſed are thoſe who love the per- 
fections of God: For God is love, and all the diſplays 
which he makes of his perfections in creation and pro- 
vidence, in the ſalvation and even in the deſtruction 
of men, are but the perfect expreſſions of the infinite - 
excellence of the divine nature. 
Bur it is needlcſs to add any thing farther on the 
nature of celebrating the divine judgments : For 
though God does not require us to rejoice in the view 
of evil, yet the perfection of the divine government 
Is not more manifeſt, than this, that it is matter of 
joy that God brings good out of evil and ligh out of 
darkneſs. Evil, in itfelf conſidered, is matter of mourn- 
; ing ; but good effected by it is matter of; joy : And 
when we mourn, as though we mourned not, and re. 
Joice, as though we rejoiced not, and ule the world, 
| | both 
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both in times of proſperity and adverſity, as not abuſing 


it, we ſhall acceptably celebrate both the mercies and 


judgments of God. For the Lord is righteous in all his 
ways, and holy in all his works: and requires anſ- 
werable exerciſes of heart. 


IMPROVEMENT. Y 
IT is evident from the nature of celebrating the 


mercies and judgments of God that the employnient 


of this day is peculiarly ſolemn and intereſting, For 
the courſe of the year has preſented the moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed mercies and judgments. No year, ſince the 
American revolution, has been ſo deeply marked with 
mercies and judgments. We have been threatened 
by the divine diſpleaſure in ſeveral reſpects. N The rain 
of our land was withholden when the fruits of the 
earth in ſome places greatly needed it. The heat of 
the ſummer was intenſe, and protracted, while but 
few rains and refreſtüng ſhowers were experienced; 
And what was the conſequence, but that parched, 
thirſty, ſtate of the earth, and that drooping ſtate of 
e which was ſo manifeſt in this and different 
parts of the union. Other conſequences of the dry 
and ardent ſummer will be noticed in the ſequel. The 
heavens over our heads were as braſs, the earth under our 
feet as iron andthe rain of our land as powder and duſt, 
and the face of nature was gloomy and languid. What 


was 
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was als courſe of things, but the judgment of God? 
For he directs the clouds and governs the ſeaſons; 
| Drought and famine and other judgments are his f in- 
ſtruments to nth the wicked, and they go and come 
at his command. But, notwithſtanding the gloomy 
aſpect of Providence which attended this and other 
parts of the union during the courſe of the ſummer, 
God has yet {6 mercifully ordered the ſeaſon, that we 
are amply ſupplied with the bounties of the earth. 
Neither froſt, nor drought, nor blaſts, nor deſtroying 


inſets, have deprived the Farmer of a needful harveſt; 


As far, therefore, as we are dependant on the produc- 
tions of the earth, we are this day called to celebrate 
both the mercies and judgments of God. For the 

cup which Brovidence has preſented, is mingled with 

mercies and afflictions. At this ſolemn ſeaſon, there- 


fore, let us recognize the Judgments ot God with re- 


lignation, and his mercies With oratitude. For we 
muſt not ſeparate, in the exerciſes of the day, what 
God in the courſe of his providence has connected. 
While we allo recognize the civil and political ſtate of 
the country, we are preſented with conſpicuous mer- 
cies and judgments. For that Gallic, diſorganizing 
poiſon which has proved more fatal to Europe than a 
thouſand plagues, has in ſpite of the molt ſovereign 
remedies; been very injurious to the Federal Govern- 


ment. Though but lately imported, it has a@tually 
; CT: | ſeized 
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ſcized ſome of our towns, counties, diſtricts, and evem 


Congreſs itſelf; and ſtrangely deranged the minds and 


bewitched the hearts of many Americans: For, the 
ſubjects of the infection refuſe information, court diſ. 
oder, deſpiſe government, ſpeak evil of dignities, and 
diſregard the public intereſt. Under the influence of 
the great nation of public robbers, many of the infat- 
uated Americans have been duped to reduce, if poffible, 
this thriving continent, this blooming heritage of 
freedom, to a ſtate of poverty and intolerable ſervitude. 
For, in conſequence of the deluſion of Americans, the 
French have undertaken to manage our elections, and 


to direct our cabinet. While calculating on the proſ- 


pect of cutting the cords of federal union, they have 


not only ſhamefully diſregarded the recent bonds of 


amity and alliance between the two governments; 


but have impiouſly violated. the ſacred law of nations, 


by capturing our veſſels and robbing us of millions 
and millions of dollars. The ſpoliations which theſe 
frecbooters have committed, and the barbarity with 


which they have treated our ſeamen are without a 


parellel in the annals of time. In addition to theſe 


enormities, they have openly inſulted and rejected our 
meſſengers of peace and reconciliation : and by in- 
trigues and threats, as opportunity reſpectively oſſered, 
have laboured hard to induce them to advance LARGE 

MONEY for the ſingular privilege of becoming their 


dupes 
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dupes and ſlaves. But bleſſed be the Lord of Hoſts, 
tieſe French atheiſts, theſe hateful tyrants, theſe nefa- 
rious wretches, who have for ſeveral years drenched 
Europe with blood, and committed greater zbomina. | 
tions than the Mather of Harlots herſelf, are not pere 
mitted to trample upon the United States. For, th 
di ieinguiſhed Envoys, who will be honoured according 
to their merit, inſtead of baſely purchaſing the ruin of 
their country of thoſe voracious monſters, ſtood glo- 
riouſly in the gap and made up the national hedge, 
Like great rocks! in the midſt of the raging deep, they 


remained uniformly firm: for neither the gold, nor 


flattery, nor beauty, nor all the terrors of the great 
nation, could change their purpoſe. While our affairs 
in conſequence of the ſignal fortitude of he able meſ. | 
ſengers, aſſumed a more favourable aſpect abroad, | 
heaven animated the Americans to ſupport the vigor- [ 
ous meaſures of the Preſident and Congreſs ; and to | 
gild the proſpect, recalled WASHINGTON from the. 2 
ſweets of retirement, once more, to put on his armour 
and graſp the ſword in defence of his inſulted coun- 
try. Language cannot expreſs the obligations con- 
ferred by theſe diſtinguiſhed ſmiles of Prov idence. 
*F he ſingular advantage which then obtained, not only. 
' huſhed the fears of the people, but exceeded the ſan- | 
guine hopes of our wiſe Rulers. For that ſeaſonable and 
vigorous concurrence of the rumerous branches of 


national 
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national influence, at once turned the current of our: 
public affairs. This, O God, give us leave confident- 
ly to mark, as the memorable æra of American deliv- 
ance from the arm of Gallic inſult and robbery. For 
that aſſemblage of advantages has not only, in a ſhort 
time, raiſed the martial ſpirit of the nation, but fur- 
niſhed ſeveral ſhips of war ; and furniſhed America, 


with full reſolution to equip a reſpectable navy.* The 


world now know that we are determined to re- 


tain our lands, to protect our trade and navigation, 
and to enjoy the common advantages of the ocean. 
Y 6 L For 


Ce. 
8 
— 
. i, „ ___— be no 


* Ta the honour, 2 e en the e loan 
ed to government, was raiſed on the ꝙth July, launched 12th 
October, ſailed 2th of December, 1 öde, whole time not ex- 
ceeding five months from her keel being laid, till ſhe was built, 
launched, rigged, mayned and failed. | 


Lift of weſſels.i in ſcrwice. 


GUNS. BUILDING. guns. 


$ 


Frigate United States 44 Gen. Greens 24, 
Conſtitution 44 Coontcticut 24 
Conſtellation 36 Adams 24 
Ganges 24 2 at Baltimore of 18 
Delaware. 20 1 at Charleſton 24 
Montezuma 20 mat Salem 2 £2 
Baltimore 20 2 at Newyork 44. 
CG. Waſhiugton24 1 at Philadelphia 44 
Herald. 18. 1 at Norfolk 26 

Portſmouth 24 1 a: Partſwouth 44 
Pinckney 18 1 at Middletown 32. 
Norfolk 38 1 at Warren, R. I. 32. 
Richmond. 18 7 at Boſton 36. 


Merrimacx 24 
Galley Retaliation 14 
And * Revenue Cut- 

ters, ſome mounting 14. 
fix pounders. | 


DISCOURSE. 


For the ſails of commerce are. already qiſplayed, and 
not only promiſe to reward the merchant and ſailor 
for their exertions, but even to recompence them for 
paſt loſles and perils, How different the preſent al. 
pect of things, from that day when the black cloud of 
adverſity hung over our heads ? Then being conſtrains 
ed to lament the fate of millions and millions of Eu- 
ropeans who fell into French hands, we juſtly fea red 
the ſame fate. For the French : are the moſt deceitful, 
perſidious, avaricious, cruel and murderous monſters 
in the world, For the tryth of this, L appeal to Hol- 
land, Germany, Italy, Switzerland, Malta and other 
places, which have experienced the curſe of Gallic 

conqueſt and freedom. The inexpreſſible fate of Eu- 
rope we lamented and feared. For the armies of 
France were Victorious. Their numerous emiſſaries 
were ſucceſsful in America, Her factious clubs, * 
ſecret, intriguing. aſſociations were, ſo influential in 
theſe States, that ſhe confidently expected her diplo- 
matic ſkill would realize the moſt ample ſucceſs. 
Within a few months, France boaſted of her influence, 
and deſpiſed our ability. But bleſſed be the Lord, 
who diſappointeth the devices. of the crafty, and turns 
the counſel of Gallic Ahithophels into fooliſhneſs, the 

nerves and ſine ws of the federal government are much 
invigorated, and the manly courage and reſolution 
of theſe States have ſeaſonably revived the drooping 

ſpirit 
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Pirit of Europe, and given a new tone to their gov- 
ernments and public meaſures, They highly applaud 


the independent and deciſive meaſures of the Ameri- 


cans, and intend to check and controul the outrage of 


France. For theſe bleſſings of Providence, let us be 


deeply thankful : : and let us bleſs Gad for the proſpect, 
that the next Congreſs, inſtead of being incumbered 
with French influence, will vigorouſly harmonize in 


the adoption of thoſe meaſures which are neceſſary for 


the permanent defence and proſperity of the country, 


Bur let us not forget thoſe judgments and mercies 
of a different complexion, You at once conclude, that 
I refer to the malignant inflamation which, within a 
few months, has hurried ſo many thouſands of our 
fellow-citizens to the grave: and alſo to the mercy of 
God which protected us, and the people at large, from 
the fatal diſorder. The unparalleled diftreſs of the in- 
habitants ef Philadelphia and Newyork, I dare not at- 
tempt to deſcribe. For it exceeds the power of de- 
ſcription. I ſhall, therefore, only remark, that though 
many of the citizens of Philadelphia fled at the ap- 
proach of the diſorder, in conſequence of paſt alarms, 
yet, we are informed that 3645 died in the ſpace of 
three months. The diſorder this year has oven 
more mortal than ever before. For the city, when 
comparatively deſtitute of inhabitants, to bury more 
than one thouſand per month, was diſtreſſing beyond 

the 
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the poſſibility of conception. There were, no doubt, 
many who died alone, having been wholly forſaken 
from the commencement of their ſicxneſs. For after 
the flight of ſo many thouſands, che ſubjects of health, 
if diſpoſed, had full employment to attend the ſick and 
bury the dead. But how many were diſabled by un- 
feeling hearts, and how many by diſtracting fear? 
Many of th e ſick and dying were probably entirely 
deſtitute of the attendance of either friends or ſtran- 
gers. In a word, the city was hlled with diſtreſs dur- 
Ing the operation of the malady. O Philadelphia, how 
haſt thou been afflicted ? How haſt thou been chaſtiſed? 
How have thy citizens been ſcattered and diſtreſſed ? 
And how have they been tumbled promiſcuouſly from | 
the cart, not into ſingle nor double graves, but into 

the common pit! Newyork has been aſllicted in the 
fame manner, if not to the ſame degt ee. Other places 
of the continent have taſted the ſame cup of God's 
diſpleaſure. Boſton and Portſmonth we mult not 
ſlide over; for they are neighbours. And ſhall we 
wink out of ſight the late inſtances of the fatal infla- 
mation in this town ? The connexions of the departed: 
recall the heavy ſtrokes of Providence upon their fam- 
Nies. That day of deep affliction, ſome of my hear-- 
ers cannot forget. We all had reaſon to tremble at 
the repeated approach of the mortal infection. But, 
bleſſed be God, in the midſt of our fears, it was check- 

ed 
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24 THANKSGIVING 
ed and removed. We were graciouſly ſpared, when 


evidently expoſed in conſequence of the oppreſlive and 
protracted heat of the ſeaſon. Inſtead of being pre: 


| fented with that diſmal hearſe, rapidly paſſing from 


houſe to houſe, to remove the dead if poſſible 


before they were cold, God granted us a high ſtate of 


health. Now, I aſk what ſhall be our exerciſes on this 


folemn occaſion ? Shall we indulge the thought, that 


we Were ſpared becauſe leſs ſinful than the inhabitants 
of Phil adelphia | ? God forbia ſuch impious preſump- 


tion. For, even while our fellow-citizens were dying 


by thouſands, ſome of us, you remember, were not 


more averſe from balls and aſſemblies, and exerciſes 

which ſavour of the theatre, than from occaſional faſt- 
ing and prayer, and the devout exerciſes of the ſanctu- 
ary. With correſpondent exerciſes of heart, let us 
then recognize that ſignal judgment which we eſca- 
ped. And ſhall we not be thankful, that we are gra- 
cloully ſpared, and have farther ſpace for repentance ? 


For, the moſt extenſive charity will not allow, that we 


Were, many of us, prepared to meet the grave. 


Ar that gloomy ſeaſon, we ſolemnized a faſt, in con- 
tequence of ſeveral preſſing judgments. Then we 
profeſſedly h umbled 8 85 before God, and made 
our vows ; let us now, thankfully, pay then For, 


unleſs we are the ſubjects of Er gratitude and 


other correſponding exerciſes, we ſhall but anger the 


Lord, | 


DISCOURSE, 10 2 5 


| Lord, and expoſe ourſelves to his burning wrath, The 


feaſt days of the wicked God will deſpiſe, becauſe they 
eat and drink to themſelves and diſregard his glory. 
In the view, therefore, of the flagrant impenitence 
and ingratitude of which we are, many af us, the ſub- 


jects, let us this day be deeply humble and penitent :. 
and for the numerous mercies of the year, let us be 


unfeignedly thankful. In a particular manner, ſince 


the boaſted regeneration and illumination of Europe 
is but the viſible darkneſs of Atheiſm, let us be pecu- 
larly thankful for the ineſtimable bleſſings of the goſ- 


pel. For the goſpel is the only anchor of hope for 


time and eternity. Though there is no evidence of a 


reformation among us, let us bleſs the Lord for the 


effuſion of his ſpirit upon ſome diſtant places. For 


the converſion of but one finner ſills heaven itſelf with 


inexpreſſible joy and delight. Let us, then, immedi- 
ately comply with our obligations, and prevail with 


God for a reformation, which will afford opportunity 


to celebrate thankſgiving for a glorious victory over 
the adverſary of Chriſt's kingdom. | | 
'To conclude Since our ſeats will ſoon be vacant, 
like thoſe of our departed friends who were with us 
laſt thankſgiving ; and ſince the days of mourning for 


us alfa, will ſoon be paſt, let us without delay embrace 


every * anch of duty, and thankfully improve the 
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Sountiss 6f Providence' with which our tables Are erich- 
hemp 
Mx youthful. hearers, it 15 kopec, wil remember 


a the Beneficent Author of our bleſfin g forbids 


vanity and folly; and will accept no exerciſes which 
are deſtitute of cordial gratitude and obedience, Let 


chen the ſublime pleaſures of gratitude; : the i importance 


of religious example to others, and the honour of God, 
deeply influence your hearts to ſpend the day accord- 
ing to the fpirit of the divine command. For life is 


tort; but duration, beyond the grave, whether happy 


or miſerable; i is abſolutely endleſs. 
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